[Epidermal growth factor (EGF) receptors in squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck region].
The expression of epidermal growth factor receptors (EGFR) has been studied immunohistochemically in 66 squamous cell carcinomas of the head and neck. All investigated tumours overexpressed EGFR showing a homogenous distribution pattern. Pretreatment of tumours (eg. chemotherapy or radiation) did not influence this result. Our findings indicate that EGFR expression is not strongly correlated to proliferative activity, and is not suited to be used as a prognostic marker. It is possible that the observed overexpression of EGFR in squamous cell carcinomas of head and neck can be used as a target for ligand-complexed drugs.